This scorecard includes priority bills that we advocated for from 2015 through 2018. You can use this scorecard to learn more about the issues we work on, to ﬁnd out how your legislators voted, and to see who the
true friends of animals are—which legislators sponsored or co-sponsored these cri cal protec ons. Bills
impac ng companion animals are shaded in grey; those aﬀec ng farm animals in orange; and legisla on
around wild animals is in blue. While we know many of the most diﬃcult and conten ous decisions happen in commi ee, we focus on the ﬂoor votes because most of our legisla on is handled by just a few commi ees, making it diﬃcult to fairly score all the legislators.
We developed the scorecard by lis ng the legislators who were currently serving during the last year of the
term, in 2018. We then pulled the vo ng record of ﬂoor votes for the priority bills that Maryland Votes for
Animals lobbied for that year, no ng the sponsor with a “*” and cosponsors with a “+”. While we scored
either the House or the Senate bill, sponsors are noted for the bill introduced in their chamber. Legislators
who were excused from a vote, or missed a vote on a bill that had unanimous support, are marked as “E”;
legislators who missed a conten ous or split vote are noted as not vo ng, or “NV”.
Our “Champions for Animals” are legislators who sponsored a bill and voted yes on all our legisla on:
Delegates A erbeary, Bromwell, Chang, Frush, Gilchrist, Healey, Kramer, Lam, Miele, A. Miller, Moon, and
Robinson as well as Senators Benson, Conway, Feldman, Lee, Madaleno, Pinsky, Smith, Young.
Because this scorecard looks back over four years, some legislators listed here did not serve the full term.
Senators Carter and Robinson served as Delegate before being appointed to the Senate, and their House
votes are noted with their Senate scores. Senator Carter, as well as Delegates Ali and Gibson, are noted as
“N/A” for votes where they were not currently in oﬃce. Senator Norman and Delegate Sophocleus are
scored for their four years in oﬃce, with our gra tude for their service and sorrow at their passing.

Key

Y—voted FOR the legisla on
N—voted AGAINST the legisla on
E—either oﬃcially excused or did not vote on a unanimous vote
NV—did not vote on a conten ous vote
N/A—not in oﬃce during that me
* lead sponsor of the bill; + cosponsor of the bill

Follow Us!
Read more, sign up for alerts, or
donate online at: voteanimals.org.
Or, ﬁnd us on Facebook at
marylandvotesforanimals
Or Twi er @MDVotesAnimals.
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The 2018 elec ons will bring many new faces to the legislature. We encourage you to
ﬁnd out who is on your ballot, see how your incumbent candidates voted on animal
issues, and then vote in November for those candidates who will be champions for
animals. Not sure who represents you? Find out by entering your address at
mdelect.net. We look forward to working with old friends and new as we enter the
next legisla ve session. Your con nued support is cri cal to passing our agenda. Subscribe to our alerts, follow us on social media, and join us when we lobby in Annapolis. Together, we can improve the lives of all animals in Maryland!

Legislation

Maryland Votes For Animals, Inc. works with advocates, organiza ons, and legislators to pass humane legisla on that will improve the lives of animals in Maryland. Founded in 2009, Maryland Votes for Animals,
Inc. has been successfully advoca ng for Maryland’s animals. We are proud to have worked with a dedicated team of Maryland’s animal organiza ons, advocates, and legislators to pass – or oppose – important
legisla on aﬀec ng Maryland’s animals.

Dogﬁgh ng Implements HB 583/SB 283, 2016—Closes a loophole in Maryland’s dog ﬁgh ng
statute by making possession of these implements with intent to engage in dog ﬁgh ng a
crime in Maryland.
Puppy Mills HB 1113/SB 663, 2016—Places restric ons on the sources of puppies to pet
stores from puppy mills that have viola ons under the Federal Animal Welfare Act or are
unlicensed and bans the sales of cats and dogs at roadside sales and ﬂea markets.
Animal Shelters Standards Act of 2016 HB 494, 2016—Requires wri en veterinary protocols
by Maryland shelters and disclosure of their procedures regarding admission, disposi on, and
redemp on of animals.
Pollinator Protec on Act of 2016 HB 211, 2016—Imposes a par al ban on consumer use of
neonico noids, pes cides which have been shown to be harmful to honeybees, with excepons for certain groups who have been trained to use the pes cides such as farmers and
veterinarians.
Dispensing Compound Prepara ons for Use by Companion Animals HB1462/SB 614, 2016—
Allows a veterinarians to dispense a non-sterile medica on for a companion animal when a
compounding pharmacy and/or medica ons are unavailable.
Microchip Scans of Stray Cats and Dogs HB 46, 2016—Requires that animal control facili es
scan incoming stray animals for a microchip and make reasonable eﬀorts to no fy the owners
if a chip is found.
Pets and First Responders HB 216/SB 269, 2017—Gives First Responders civil immunity when
they provide emergency medical care to animals in emergencies.
Animal Shelter Standards HB 626, 2017—Requires an animal shelter to follow a speciﬁed
wri en protocol for reclaiming animals and that the Department of Agriculture adopt speciﬁed minimum standards of care for dogs and cats in those shelters.
Commercial Dog Breeding Licensure HB 334/ SB 573, 2017—Lowers the threshold for commercial dog breeder state-required licensure from 15 intact female dogs to 6 breeding females.
Animal Abuse Compensa on Fund HB 941/ SB 631, 2017—Establishes a fund to reimburse
animal shelters for expensive costs of caring for animals seized in large-scale cruelty cases,
like a puppy mill or animal ﬁgh ng opera on.
Keep An bio cs Eﬀec ve Act HB 602/ SB 422, 2017—Prohibits the usage of speciﬁed an microbial drugs in farm animals unless medically necessary.
Technical Fix to Animal Cruelty Law Bill HB 455/ SB 790, 2017—Requires that depriva ons
listed as misdemeanors and acts of felony cruelty are listed as separate and dis nct crimes.
Retail Pet Stores- Animal seller, Dog Cage Signs, and Records HB 781, 2017—Requires retail
pet stores selling dogs to place USDA inspec on reports of breeders on or near the dog’s
cage.
Cownose Rays Tournaments HB 211/SB 268 HB 211/ SB 268, 2017—Places a moratorium on
cownose rays killing contests for two years and requires the Department of Natural Resources
to prepare a ﬁshery management plan for cownose rays.
Mandatory Veterinary Repor ng HB 1463, 2017—Requires veterinarians and shelter employees to report suspected animal abuse to law enforcement, similar to the child abuse repor ng
requirements.
Animal Cruelty Sentencing Condi ons HB 212/ SB 1038, 2018—Authorizes a court as a condion of sentencing to prohibit a defendant convicted of certain crimes rela ng to cruelty
against animals from owning, possessing, or residing with an animal for a speciﬁed period of
me.
Business Regula on- Pet Stores - No More Puppy and Ki en Mills Act of 2018 HB 1662,
2018—Prohibits the sale of dogs and cats in pet stores by 2020; encourages the stores to
work with shelter and rescue groups for adop on events.
Humane Adop on of Companion Animals Used in Research Bill HB 732/ SB 675, 2018 (The
Beagle Bill)—Allows healthy dogs and cats used in research to ﬁnd loving homes a er they
have served their me in research.
Unprotected Birds – Pigeons SB 94, 2018—Adds “pigeon” to the deﬁned term “unprotected
bird” in Maryland’s wildlife laws with an explicit prohibi on on cruel pigeon shoots.
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